Freewriting Guidelines
I use freewrites to help and force you to get your ideas flowing about a topic related either to the content or themes of the texts we are reading.  Sometimes I will ask you to address very text-specific questions, and other times I will ask you to bring your own experiences to bear on a question or issue.

So that we can all be clear on what I expect:

	When writing your freewrite, do…
	When writing your freewrite, do NOT…

	1. Address the given topic.

2. Write for between 20-30 minutes.

3. Be concerned with getting your ideas onto paper.

4. Be concerned with writing legibly, because I will, after all, be reading and commenting on your work.  ( 

5. Write in a steady stream if you like.

6. Stop and start if you like.

7. Remember how they are graded.

8. Ramble and go off on tangents.

9. Have fun!  Think hard! You may want to think a bit before you start writing, even.

10. Make sure you’ve done the required reading, if there is any.
	1. Worry at all about your spelling, grammar, punctuation, paragraphing,  structure…any of that stuff!

2. Write an outline or a formal preparation.

3. Be afraid to write what comes into your mind.

4. Worry if you change your mind by the end of the freewrite.  Disagreeing with yourself is OK.

5. Second-guess yourself.  Write what occurs to you.


GRADING FREEWRITES:

(++ 
= 1.5 - 2 pages of very thoughtful, interesting stuff. = 100%

(+ 
= 1-1.5 pages of fairly thoughtful writing = 93%

( 
=  1-1.5 pages that address the question, but may not be very thorough or thoughtful = 82%

(-
 = less than one page, or more than one page that really does not address the topic = 70%

½
 = less than ¾ of a page = 50 %

**About length requirements:


The above guidelines assume that you will be writing by hand on 8 ½ x 11 paper (or in your composition book).  Write to the end of each line, no skipping spaces.  If you have huge, bubbly handwriting which takes up a lot of space, make sure to write more than the above.  I am looking for QUALITY not necessarily quantity.  I gave you page lengths because students often like to have a page number in mind when they write.  This however is just a guideline.
